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 One of the primary consequences of our new order of services is that every sermon I preach spends at least one-
third of its time, and often more, talking about something related to Jesus in preparation for the Lord’s Supper.  As I’ve 
been preparing those sermons, I’ve come to realize that everything that Christ said and did, and everything that the Bible 
says about Him, relates back to the cross and the empty tomb.  Every text that we might examine has at least an implicit 
connection to His death, so all of them are suitable for reflection as we remember Him. 
 However, sometimes it’s important to make that implicit connection explicit, and there are plenty of passages that 
are concerned directly with our salvation through His blood.  They often then go on to explain what logically follows 
from His sacrifice.  Let’s look at one such text this morning.  Let’s look at Hebrews 10. 
 
The Offering of Jesus 
 This chapter begins with a discussion of the offering of Jesus on the cross and the significance of that sacrifice.  
This will guide our minds before we partake of the Lord’s Supper.  Indeed, there are few passages better suited to do so. 
 This section of the chapter starts by explaining THE FAILURE OF THE LAW.  The Hebrews writer outlines 
the problem in Hebrews 10:1-4.  The first thing this passage makes me think of is slaughterhouses.  I’ve never been in 
one, but I can imagine what they are like, or, more particularly, what they would have been like before the government 
started imposing standards of cleanliness on them.  There would be flies everywhere, the ground would be filthy with 
manure and blood, and the slaughterhouse workers would be filthy too.  We have this mental image of the Jerusalem 
temple as being this serene, pretty place, but really, it would have been much more like a slaughterhouse, with the smell of 
burning sacrifices, sometimes bones, hide, and all, added to the mix.  The temple was a nasty place!  I would suspect that 
all the blood and excrement and grease and soot was so deeply ground into the stones of the courtyard that it was 
impossible to clean.  What’s more, I think God intended for it to be a nasty place that looked and sounded and smelled 
like blood and death.  He wanted the people to understand that this was what sin was like.  This was what sin cost. 
 However, for all of the squalor and the unpleasantness and the expense, the pattern of temple sacrifices was 
ineffective.  Moses couldn’t offer one bull at the beginning of the old covenant and have that pay the price for all the sins 
the people would ever commit.  What’s more, a sacrificed bull or goat wasn’t even effective to pay the price for a single 
sin.  Today, no murderer could escape punishment by offering the government the chance to kill an animal in his stead.  
That wouldn’t be good enough, and it wasn’t good enough for God either.  The only thing that 1500 years of sacrifices on 
a reeking altar accomplished was to remind the Israelites that they were sinners, and that sin came with a price. 
 This apparently insoluble problem—how to pay the price for sin other than through one’s own death—was 
solved by THE WILL OF CHRIST.  The writer explains in Hebrews 10:5-10.  The logical underpinning of the writer’s 
argument here is a text from Psalm 40, and he begins by quoting it.  The cited passage contains two opposed things.  First, 
on the one hand, are sacrifices and offerings for sin.  These weren’t some deviation from God’s plan for His people.  As 
the writer observes, they were offered according to the Law.  God’s people were doing everything in their power to 
purchase atonement for their sins.  However, as the Psalm notes, even though they were doing their best, their best wasn’t 
good enough.  As we’ve already seen, even the most perfect bull or goat was not logically equivalent to a sinful Israelite.  
How could the death of a poor dumb animal avert the wrath of God?  The grim answer was that it didn’t.   
 This takes us to the second main point of the quotation from Psalm 40.  We’ve already seen the sacrificial animals 
dragged against their will to the altar to die a meaningless death.  The opposite of that, says David in Psalm 40, would be a 
man who came in this context of sacrifice, determined of his own free will to do the will of God, whatever it took.  The 
psalm itself doesn’t spell this out, but the Hebrews writer fills in the gaps.  Instead of offering an uncomprehending 
animal in payment for his own sin, this man was going to offer his own body, prepared by God, for the sin of others.    
 The key issue here is the issue of will, which is why the writer emphasizes the importance of the will of Jesus 
Christ in accomplishing our sanctification.  An animal is incapable of sin, so it cannot will to live perfectly, nor would an 
animal will to offer its own life for the sin of others.  No animal could even come up with such a notion.  However, Jesus 
could do both.  He could resolve, as we do, to live for God and not for Himself.  Unlike us, however, Jesus had the 
discipline and the love to follow through on His resolution.  He was spiritually perfect as sacrificial animals were supposed 
to be physically perfect.  Because He was perfect, Jesus was not subject to death, but He willingly and freely chose to die 
anyway.  His offered body was an incomparably better sacrifice than any that could be offered under the Law. 
 From there, the Hebrews writer compares TWO PRIESTS.  Look with me at Hebrews 10:11-14.  On the one 
hand, we have every priest who served under the Law of Moses, 1500 years’ worth of priests.  They were born, they grew 
to adulthood, they spent their adult lives offering sacrifices in the temple every day, they died, and they were replaced by 
other priests who did exactly the same thing.  Who can say how many animals were sacrificed under the Law?  Millions?  
Billions?  And yet, the sacrifices never stopped, and the sins of the people were never taken away. 



 Then, though, the Hebrews writer presents us with Jesus, whom he has earlier described as the Apostle and High 
Priest of our confession.  Jesus didn’t minister in the temple daily, standing there in the muck, offering yet another in the 
chain of pointless sacrifices.  He offered one sacrifice—His own body, presented to God on the altar of the cross.  After 
that one sacrifice, Jesus as High Priest never needed to offer another.  He could take His seat in heaven.  He could wait 
for the final triumph of good over evil, because His work was done.  By that single sacrifice, a perfect God and perfect 
man who died willingly for the sins of the people, all of God’s people, under the old covenant, under the new covenant, 
back to the Creation, forward to the Day of Judgment, all of them were sanctified forever.   
 A sacrifice of this magnitude boggles the mind.  As I think I’ve mentioned before, Hebrews is my dad’s favorite 
book of the Bible.  I’ve been studying it ever since I can remember.  Despite those decades of study, though, I still can’t 
get my mind around the raw spiritual power of the blood of Jesus Christ.  Millions of dead animals couldn’t erase the guilt 
of even one sin, but one body on the cross was sufficient to obliterate the record of every sin ever committed.  Sadly, 
most people don’t take advantage of the grace of Jesus, but if every sinner on the planet were to obey the gospel this 
morning, His blood would purchase forgiveness for every one of them.  The number of sins so forgiven could only be 
known to God, but Jesus’ blood would be equal to the task.   
 This is what we are gathered here to remember this morning—this awesome, incomprehensible act of grace.  Our 
simple, humble memorial meal of bread and fruit of the vine calls to our remembrance a death that was anything but 
simple, anything but humble.  Jesus’ offering of Himself was a spiritual atomic bomb in power, but instead of destroying, 
it saved.  Let’s reflect on the greatness of this sacrifice and the way it should change our lives as we partake. 
 
A New and Living Way 
 In the next section of Hebrews 10, the writer defines the importance for us of the new and living way that now 
connects us with God.  This way begins with the enactment of A NEW COVENANT.  Read with me from Hebrews 
10:15-18.  This text points out a second, equally important function of the blood of Jesus.  As we’ve already discussed, I 
think we’re all aware that the blood of Jesus paid the price for our sins.  However, that’s not all that the shedding of His 
blood accomplished.  Instead, His blood also inaugurated a new covenant between God and us.  The precedent for this 
appears in Exodus 24, where Moses slaughters a dozen bulls and sprinkles the people with their blood.  Those bulls did 
not die as a sacrifice for sins.  Instead, their blood sealed the Sinai covenant with God.  That covenant was that God 
would be their God, and they would be His people.  When they agreed after having been sprinkled with the blood, they 
were essentially saying, “If we don’t keep covenant, may our blood be spilled like the blood of these bulls.”  Sadly, that’s 
what happened.  The Israelites broke and annulled their covenant with God, and He destroyed their nation. 
 In the same way, the blood that Christ shed was the blood of our covenant with God.  It ratified the agreement 
between Him and us.  The Hebrews writer here identifies two of the most important terms of that agreement.  First, God 
would teach us how to obey Him.  Second, when we failed to obey Him, as long as we remained faithful to the covenant, 
He would forget our sins.  Obviously, that would make the daily pattern of animal sacrifices obsolete.  Closer to home, 
that’s why we don’t have to get re-baptized every time we sin.  In addition to being extremely time-consuming, it’s 
unnecessary.  Forgiveness of sins is already part of the agreement that Christ’s blood ratified.   
 The Hebrews writer then moves on to describe three things that give us CONFIDENCE to approach God.  
Look at Hebrews 10:19-21.  The first of these three things is the blood of Jesus.  As he often does, here the Hebrews 
writer is referring to one of the regulations of the old covenant to explain our covenant.  Under the Law of Moses, the 
tabernacle and then later the temple were divided into two sections.  The first was the holy place.  Priests went into the 
holy place daily to light the lamps, burn incense, replace the bread on the table of showbread, and so forth.  The second 
was the Holy of Holies, or Most Holy Place, which represented the presence of God.  The only person who entered the 
Holy of Holies was the high priest.  He only went in once a year, on the Day of Atonement, bringing with him blood 
from the sacrifices offered for the ignorant sins of the priests and the people.  If he went in without proper preparation, 
he would die there.  In later years, the Jews became so concerned about this possibility that they tied a rope to the high 
priest’s foot so that if God struck him down, they could drag him out without endangering themselves.   
 We don’t come into the presence of God once a year.  We enter it daily, every time we pray.  We don’t have to 
enter it fearfully.  We can come with confidence.  We can do these things because the blood that we bring with us is the 
blood of Jesus.  Because we have been sprinkled by that blood, we need not fear the wrath of God. 
 Second, we can have confidence in the flesh of Jesus.  Here too, the Hebrews writer makes an Old Testament 
reference, to the veil of the tabernacle and then the temple.  That veil represented the barrier of sin between a perfect God 
and an imperfect people.  Several translations here make it sound like Jesus’ flesh is the veil.  That’s not supported by the 
Greek, and it’s not correct.  Instead, Jesus’ flesh is the new and living way through the veil.  As Paul describes in 
Ephesians 2, Jesus’ death tore down the barrier between man and God.  However, even though Jesus died, His flesh is not 
a dead way.  It is a living way that continues to be open for us, just as Jesus continues to live forever. 



 Finally, we may have confidence because we have Jesus as our great High Priest.  We should have confidence 
because the work of Jesus was effective.  He wasn’t like the high priests of the house of Aaron, who labored every day and 
still never succeeded in accomplishing the work of sanctification.  Instead, Jesus blew the way open for all of us and then 
sat down.  Our path to God is as open as it could possibly be, so He has no need to do anything further.   
 In the last subpoint for this section, the Hebrews writer explains what it means to KEEP COVENANT.  
Consider with me Hebrews 10:22-25.  First, we have to draw near to God.  This is possible because we have been 
sprinkled by the blood of Jesus and washed in pure water.  In other words, we don’t have to be afraid because we have 
been baptized for the forgiveness of sins.  However, our responsibility doesn’t end there.  Instead, it only begins there.  
We must make it the goal of our lives to draw near to God, becoming closer to Him in everything we say and do. 
 Second, we have to hold fast.  It is both the blessing and the curse of Christianity that every day is a new 
beginning.  If we’ve failed God in either a small way or a large way, we can get out of bed in the morning and make a fresh 
start.  That’s the good news.  The bad news is that if yesterday’s record is a record of faithfulness, we don’t get to rest on 
our laurels either.  We don’t get to cite all the worship services we’ve attended in the past, all the Bible classes we’ve taught 
in the past, or all the time we’ve given to the Lord outside of the assembly in the past.  The past is past.  What matters is 
what we do now.  If we want to be found faithful, we need to hold fast to our previous good behavior. 
 Finally, we have to stir up one another.  In v. 25, we see the famous injunction not to forsake the assembly, and 
certainly we shouldn’t, but it’s v. 24 that tells us why we shouldn’t forsake the assembly.  We shouldn’t come to church 
services in search of what we can get.  We should come looking for opportunities to give.  For the men, we give when we 
serve publicly during the assembly.  For all of us, we give when we encourage one another in song, when we visit with one 
another before and after to express our love and concern, or even by the simple act of showing up.  Our attendance 
makes a difference in the lives of our brethren.  If we love one another, we will be here every time the doors are open. 
 
Breaking Covenant 
 Because the writer of Hebrews has defined what it means for us to keep covenant in the previous section, in the 
final portion of Hebrews 10, he turns his attention to breaking covenant.  He begins by exploring the consequences of 
WILLFUL SIN.  These appear in Hebrews 10:26-31.  If we keep covenant by drawing near, holding fast, and stirring up 
one another, we break it by the practice of willful sin, when we know how God wants us to live, but we don’t care and 
don’t do.  Once we do that, we are no longer protected by the sacrifice of Christ and must face the judgment of God. 
 As the writer observes, under the Law of Moses, a man could be put to death on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.  This is one of the key logical concepts for understanding the New Testament.  New Testament writers are 
always bringing forward two or three witnesses to establish some truth.  Here, the truth to be established is that the 
unfaithful Christian has broken covenant and deserves to die.  The three witnesses who will testify to this fact are Jesus, 
the blood that He shed on the cross, and the Spirit of grace, and their testimony is enough to condemn the sinner. 
 This all sounds very dry and legal, but in reality, it is terrifying.  This is what will happen to every single one of us 
if we dare to turn aside from God.  Jesus, in all of His glory and majesty, will stand up, point the finger at us, and say, 
“You trampled me under your feet like I was dirt.”  The precious blood of the covenant, that Jesus shed with such pain 
and sorrow, will testify, “You treated me like I was worthless.”  Finally, the Spirit of grace will say, “You insulted me.”   
 And then, God the Judge of all will turn His gaze on that poor, trembling wretch who dared to do such awful 
things, and He will pour out His wrath upon him.  The covenant-breaker will be destroyed, but not with a destruction that 
will end in a moment.  Such a punishment would not be sufficient for the crime.  Instead, he will be destroyed eternally, 
continually devoured by a fire that never goes out.  I’m not a timid man, brethren, but that thought makes me tremble.  I 
don’t want to fall away, but even if I wanted to, I don’t dare to.  I know God will surely condemn me if I do. 
 After this dismaying passage, the Hebrews writer encourages his audience to remember THE FORMER DAYS.  
Let’s look at Hebrews 10:32-35.  This gives us some sobering insight into what it cost to be a disciple of Jesus in the first 
century.  These brethren suffered for the gospel in ways that would be unthinkable for Christians in the United States 
today.  They were publicly humiliated because of their faith, most likely through public floggings.  They were thrown in 
prison.  The enemies of the gospel came into their homes and took whatever they wanted, and the government didn’t lift 
a finger to stop it.  In response, these brethren stayed faithful.  In fact, they willingly went to the Christians who were 
being mistreated and imprisoned to help them, marking themselves out as the next targets of persecution. 
 Now, however, the persecution has escalated to the point where even Christians like these are thinking about 
falling away.  We know from the beginning of Hebrews 12 that now, if they remain faithful, they stand to forfeit not only 
their property or their freedom, but their lives.  It is to people like these, who legitimately fear for their safety if they 
remain true to Jesus, that the preceding section on willful sin is addressed.  Even the prospect of the death of the body 
was no excuse to abandon the Lord, and those who left Him in such circumstances would be punished. 
 When I read this text, the excuses given by Christians who fall away today are quite frankly laughable:  “It wasn’t 
any fun to go to church.”  “The people there didn’t like me.”  “I didn’t have time to go to services.”  And so on.  



Brethren, let’s be honest.  If the wrath of God is going to be poured out on Christians who forsake the Lord out of 
genuine fear for their lives, what is going to happen to Christians who forsake the Lord for lame reasons like that?   

The Hebrews writer concludes the chapter by presenting TWO CHOICES.  They appear in Hebrews 10:36-39.  
We can live by faith, or we can shrink back.  The outcomes of those two choices are equally binary.  When the Lord 
returns, the faithful will preserve their souls, and the backsliders will be destroyed.  It’s that simple.  There is no third way, 
there is no special pleading, there is no indulgence from God because it was my uniquely wonderful self who backslid.  
We choose how we live our lives, and those choices determine whether we are going to live in the hereafter as well.   

One of the saddest lessons of my time as a preacher is that I can’t make somebody stay faithful who doesn’t want 
to stay faithful.  I can teach others, I can encourage, I can persuade, but I can’t make my brethren’s choices for them.  I 
can only make the choice for me and watch the choices of others, even if those choices are disastrous.   

As far as I know, there isn’t anybody here who is famous.  It may well be that none of us ever do anything that 
will bring us to prominence on the national stage.  However, these everyday, ordinary lives that we live, where we get up, 
go to work or school, come home, watch TV for a couple hours, go to bed, get up the next day, and repeat the process, 
even these everyday, ordinary lives are invested with tremendous significance.  Nothing else we can do in this life matters, 
but pleasing God or not—that matters.  Every day in which we please Him and glorify Him is a success.  Every day in 
which we fail to do those things is a failure, and those failures may well produce a failure that is final, complete, and 
eternal.  God has given us all the help we need.  Our fates are in our own hands.  It’s up to us to serve Him.  

 


